Greetings and Goodbyes

Chinese

(uisy

NS

kg / IR

{RFIFIE?

0z 7 hg?

EESE

EY

EIEI

BAR I
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Pinyin

ni hao

nin hao

hai/ héi

ni ganma ne?

chtle ma?

zaijian

baibai

zOou le

huitéu jian

mingtian jian

Meaning

Hello

Hello (respectful)

Hi / Hey

Morning

What are you up
to?

Have you eaten?

Goodbye

Bye

I'm heading out

See you later

See you tomorrow

Notes

Pronounced ni hao
— tone sandhi
changes the first
tone

For elders,
teachers, bosses

What people
actually say to
friends

The casual version
of B E¥F — just the
first character

More natural than
{R4FI5? among
friends

Functions as "How
are you?" —
answer: i2T, R
e?

Formal — friends
often say #¥#¥ or i
It

The casual,
everyday goodbye

Said when leaving
a group

Implies you'll meet
again soon

Simple and
practical



Introducing Yourself

Chinese

0.

FXKE..

REHINRIR

FEIH ARG,

BEEH

BRI EARIT?

BETREZHE
X1t
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Pinyin

wo jiao...

wo Lai zi...

hén gaoxing
renshi ni

wo zai xué
Zhdngweén

wO de Zhdngweén
bu tai hao, qing
dud zhijiao

ging wen nin
zénme chénghu?
wo xiang liaojié
geng dud

Meaning

My name is...

I'm from...

Nice to meet you

I'm learning
Chinese

My Chinese isn't
very good, please
guide me

May | ask your
name?

| want to learn
more about

Zhonggud wénhua Chinese culture

Notes

Literally "l am
called..." — more
natural than &
BFR..

M. B (WS
cong... ldi de) also
works

Said after being
introduced

This will always
make people
smile

A humble,
culturally
appropriate way
to set
expectations —
people appreciate
it

More polite than
R+ AR F?

A phrase that
genuinely opens
conversations



At a Restaurant

Chinese

Qe

ARs5

pali

RSB HE—T

FE

ML/ =L

BATRNZEN

XN ZDE?

AR A
By

2SS OL )|

HIZER

REH

BAERRRE

gFiz!

K&

KA LT RS?

FiF!

i

o
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Pinyin
fuwuyuan!
mafan géi wo na
yixia caidan

liang wei / san
weli

ging gei wo lai
ge zhege

zhege dudshao
gian?

zhege shi
shénme zuo de?

wo dui...
guomin

woO chi su
bu yao la

ging bu yao
fang weijing

haocht!

maidan

wo kéyi dabao
ma?

ganbéi!

suiyi

Meaning

Excuse me!
(to waiter)

Could you
bring me the
menu?

Table for two
/ three

I'll have this
one

How much is
this?

What is this
made of?

I'm allergic
to...

['m
vegetarian

No spicy
please

Please no
MSG
Delicious!
The bill,
please

Can | get this
to go?

Cheers!

As you like /
no need to
finish

Notes

Said to get a server's attention
—shout it if needed

FEi8 (mdfan) softens requests —
"sorry for the trouble, could
you..."

fif is the measure word for
people in formal contexts

Point at the menu — extremely
useful

Works everywhere, not just
restaurants

Essential for allergies and
dietary restrictions

Fillin the blank: 8% (hudshéng,
peanuts), {88 (hdixian, seafood)

Simpler than asking for a
vegetarian menu

Essential in Sichuan and Hunan
cuisine

Used for food sensitivities

Say this and your host's day is
made

Much more common than £5H¢
$T8 (ddbao) literally means
"pack it up"

Literally "dry cup" — you're
expected to finish the drink

Said when you don't want
someone to feel obligated to F

w



Shopping
Chinese

XN ZIER?

EERALE?

HEXT

BREK/N—=R
AY?

BRI LOA—Trg?

RERMIE(415?

BERIEID?

A LFARG?
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Pinyin
zhége dudshao
gian?

tai gui le

pianyi dian kéyi
ma?

woO zhishi kankan

wo yao zhege

you meéiyou
da/xiao yidian de?

wo kéyi shi yixia
ma?

néng yong Weixin
Zhifu ma?

néng shua ka ma?

keéyi kai fapiao
ma?

Meaning

How much?

Too expensive

Canyou go
cheaper?

I'm just looking

I'll take this

Do you have a
bigger/smaller
size?

Can | try this on?

Can | pay with

WeChat Pay?

Can | pay by card?

Can | have a
receipt?

Notes

Works for
anything

The starting point
of any market
negotiation

Polite bargaining
opener

Useful when
vendors are
pushy

Simple and direct

Useful when
shopping for
clothes or shoes

Common in
clothing stores

Essential for
modern China —
cashis
increasingly
unusual

Credit cards are
accepted in

hotels and malls,
rarely in markets

RE (fapiao) is
the official tax
receipt —
different from a
regular receipt



Getting Around

Chinese

Ein).. . EHREE?

EATE?

BRI ER UL 7E
8?

=208

MEXER

LY | ma%

BHE

AL AN
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Pinyin
ging wen... zai

nali?

... zénme zou?

wo yao qu...

zuijin de ditié zhan
zai nali?

qu... dudshao
gian?

jit zai zheli ting

xiang zud zhuan /
xiang you zhuan

zhi zou

wo milu le

jiao gé Didr

Meaning

Excuse me, where
is...?

How do | get to...?

| want to go to...

Where's the
nearest metro
station?

How much to go
to...?

Stop here please

Turn left / Turn
right

Go straight

I'm lost

Scan the QR code

Get a DiDi (ride-
hail)

Notes

i&ial softens the
guestion —"may |
ask..."

Literally "how do |
walk to..."

For taxis and DiDi
— show the
destination in
Chinese
characters on
your phone

Useful in any
Chinese city

For taxis

Useful when giving
directions to a
driver

Basic navigation
phrases

One of the most
common
directions

Helpfulin
emergencies

You'll hear and see
this everywhere

DiDi is China's
Uber — essential

for getting around
cities



At the Hotel

Chinese

I T —1F51E]

0.
IMENGE

RS

WiFiZE 2t a?

BRIL=FE?

BREEIRZ/LR?

HA
i
e
N
i

~N
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Pinyin

wo yuding le yige
fangjian

wo jiao...

banli ruzhu

tui fang

WiFi mima shi
shénme?

zaocan ji dian
kaishi?

tui fang shijian shi
jidian?

kongtido zénme
yong?

Meaning

| have a
reservation

My nameiis...

Checkin

Check out

What's the WiFi
password?

What time is
breakfast?

What time is
check-out?

How does the air
conditioning
work?

Notes

Useful for hotel
check-in

For check-in
Formal hotel term

Standard hotel
term

Priority number
one for most
travellers

Common hotel
question

Always good to
confirm

More useful than
you'd think



Digital Life and WeChat

Chinese

REREDE?

n—THE

R LR

MiE=f / U=

B3

RG]

E&LE/&T
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Pinyin

ni you Weixin ma?

jia yixia Wéixin

sao wo de er wéi
ma

Weéixin zhifu /
Zhifubao

méi wang

zai xianshang /
xianxia

Meaning

Do you have
WeChat?

Let’s connect on
WeChat

Scan my QR code

WeChat Pay /
Alipay

No internet

Send it to me

Online / offline

Notes

WeChat is how
everyone
communicates —
have it installed

More common
than exchanging
phone numbers

How WeChat
contacts are
added

The two dominant
payment systems

When your VPN or
connectionisn’t
working

For files, photos,
locations on
WeChat

Common
business and
daily usage
distinction



Asking for Help and Emergencies

Chinese

BER—TF

UERSE/ak:d

REEEE

HAETR

HEVPRET

Pl 7

2SS UL S|

HAIE, fREE
Bii—ighg?

it

R R TE
M5?
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Pinyin

ging bang wo
yixia

jiuming!

jiao jingcha

jiao jiuhuche

woO xlyao
yishéng

wo bu shifu

wo de huzhao
did le

wo beéi tou le

wo dui...
guomin

wo bu dong, ni
néng zai shud

yT bian ma?

ging shud man
yidian

ni hui shuod
Yingyu ma?

Meaning

Please help me

Help!

Call the police

Call an ambulance

| need a doctor

I'm not feeling
well

I've lost my
passport

I've been robbed /
something was
stolen

I'm allergic to...

| don't
understand, could
you repeat that?

Please speak
more slowly

Do you speak
English?

Notes

Polite and widely useful

Emergency — literally
"save my life"

Emergency number in China:
110

Emergency number in China:
120

Direct and clear in
emergencies

Common way to express
illness

Report to police
immediately — needed
for embassy procedures

Important for
emergencies and
reporting

Fillin with e.g. 764
(peanuts), &+ (seafood)

Very useful in stressful
situations

Helps in emergencies or
confusion

One of the most
important survival
phrases



Polite Social Phrases

Chinese
15135

1514 ML

FRISAR Y

hefE
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Pinyin

xiexie

xiexie la

mafan ni le

by yong xié

meéishi

duibuqi

bu haoyisi

mei guanxi

qing

suibian

xinku le

Meaning

Thank you

Thanks

Sorry for the
trouble

Don't mention
it

No problem /
It's fine

Sorry

Excuse me/I'm
sorry (mild)

It doesn't
matter

Please

As you like /
whatever you
prefer

You've worked
hard

Notes

Universal
Lighter, more casual

Said alongside
thanks when
someone helped
you

Standard response
to being thanked

When someone
apologises

For genuine
apologies

For minor
inconveniences —
"sorry to bother
you"

Response to an
apology

Used before verbs:
B2 (please sit)

Used when deferring
a choice to someone
else

A meaningful phrase
acknowledging
effort



Yes, No, and Agreement

Chinese

Xt

gF

AR E
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Pinyin

dui

xing

hao de

dangran

meéi wenti

bu xing

b tai fangbian

Meaning

Correct / Right

Okay / Good

That works / Sure

Okay / Alright

Of course

No problem

That won’t work

Not very
convenient

Use when...

Confirming a
factual statement

Agreeing to a plan
or suggestion

Confirming
something is
feasible

Softer than ¥, very
common in messages

Strong
affirmation

Agreeing easily,
“no issue”

Clear, direct
refusal

Soft indirect “no”
— often used to
avoid blunt
refusal



