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Use this as your permanent reference guide.

common words worth prioritising.

essential word to learn first.
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Character

i)

Bt

5

%

Bl

Pinyin

ba

ban

ban

bang
bang

bao

béi

béi

béi

bi

bian

ce

What It Counts

Objects with handles /
bunches

Classes, groups, work
shifts

Pieces, segments,
sections

Groups of people
Pound (weight unit)

Things in packages /
bags

Liquids (cups / glasses)
Generations
Multiples

Books and bound
documents

Sums of money

One-time complete
actions

Small groups of people

Films, machines,
dictionaries

Meals

Books with fewer
pages

Floors, levels, layers

Events, films, shows

marks very

marks the single most

Examples

X F fork - 2 umbrella - #FF
chair

T¥# flight - 24 students

¥ orange - 7 garlic - F&/I
watermelon

BE{E gangster

K fruit

BT cracker - tL& gift

;B liquor - % tea - MM coffee
A people
FI38 profits

588 dictionary - $7H& passport
- Hig diary

537K loan - &% bonus

BRI recital

A people

& movie - iAl#t dictionary

IR food

&£ album of paintings

# building - 7k ice

& movie - EbEE competition
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38

Character

%

pic

(=

-

p]

Pinyin

ché

chéng

chi

chu

chuan

chuang

ci

cu

cun

da

dai

dai

dang

dao

di

dian

What It Counts

Things transported by
vehicles

Degrees or levels

Some bodies of water

Unit of length

Dramas, plays, operas

Locations

Items in clusters

Sheets / bedding

Number of times an
action occurs

Bunched objects

Unit of length (~3.3 cm)

Small groups of people /
objects

Dozens

Things in bags

Generations

Unit of mass

Grades or levels

Long things /
procedures

Drops

Time / a little of
something

Examples

J&7% coal - 53#¥) goods

2t cooked

757K sewage

%5 cloth

5Bl Beijing opera

X2 landscape

HE grape - A% keys

TF quilt

2N meeting - 5238 test

#E1% fresh flowers

%5 cloth

A person - 3k & hair

$REE pencil
BB} fertilizer - 3K rice
A person

LE firewood - 7k water

B &n merchandise

% dish - 4t procedure

7F sweat - 2K ink

B8] time
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40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

Character

-]

=

&

=

e

X

FA

]

ik

)

Pinyin

dié

ding

ding

dong

duan

dut

dui

dui

fénzhong

fén

féng

féng

What It Counts

Stacked items

Things with a top

Ingots

Buildings

Walls and fences

Segments / sections

Stacks or piles

Pairs of items

Teams, lines, rows

Metric ton

Time and meals

Flowers and clouds

Rounds of gunshots

Occurrences,
iterations

Square things

Cents

Minutes

Portions / servings

Sealed letters / mail

Camel humps/
summits

Examples
£% money
18F hat
EF gold
FBF house

= wall

Btial time - B& road

3DF sand - Ltk trash

EIf earring - X couple

+ & soldier

M4 steel - #£ coal

B& breakfast

% flower - = cloud

458 shell

iE talk

Aah# stele
£% money

B8] time

4K newspaper - 2L gift

1Z letter

I&IE camel
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69
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71
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77
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Character

2

AR

R

fi

Hal
(=4

L

>
A

>
<

5
=

>
8

>
S

>
S

Pinyin

fu

fu

fu

fu

fu

gang

geé

gén

gongchi

gongfén

gongjin

gongli

gongqing

gongshéng

v

gu

gua

guan

guan

hang

What It Counts

Textiles or pictures

Medicine doses

Voltages

Medicine

Sets / facial
expressions

Stick-like things

Jugs

Universal classifier

Long slender objects

Metre

Centimetre

Kilogram

Kilometre

Hectare

Litre

Smell, flavour,
strength

Things in strings

Tubular items

Jars or cans

Lines / rows

Examples

B painting - #1& map

FZg TCM
H[E voltage
74 medicine

FR%E glasses - &iB
expression

I& flag - #& gun
& alcohol

A person - 47
organisation

3k% hair - ¥t needle

5 cloth
K length
&3 flour
& road
H field

75 gasoline

&Mk aroma - # smoke

¥@)f1 firecrackers

& toothpaste

73¥] soda - #£% honey

;87K tears - = character
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80
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84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

Character

Ll
X

it
S

dio

g

Sl

N

2

il

bl

me

ot

Pinyin
haomi
haoshéng
hao

hé

hu

hu

huf

ji

jialan

jia

jiaci

jian

jian

jigo

jié

jié

What It Counts

Millimetre
Millilitre
People

Things in a box
Liquids in a pot

Households /
families

Acts of aplay /
chapters

Crowds of people

Ranks or levels

Blows, kicks, shots

Medicine / chemicals

Businesses or
families

Gallon

Large vehicles /
instruments

Number of flights

Rooms and houses

Clothes, items,
events

10 cents

Sections / segments

Sections and lengths

Examples

& width

7K water

A person

155257 chocolate

= tea

AZ household

& performance

A person

X, wind - &Bf steps

Eitslap

24 medicine - B
vaccine

JEJE hotel - $817 bank

753M gasoline

T¥#l airplane - fIEE
piano

—F%8% 1,000 flights

# = classroom

#%2 shirt - K&
furniture

£ money

#EE chalk - K3k log

BBt battery - 38 class



99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

Character

5l

moooam =

ar

at

3R

i}

b

Pinyin

jie

jin

ja

ju

ju

juan

ké
ké
ké

kong

kdu

kuai

kuang

lan

lei

i

What It Counts

Events, elections,
classes

500 grams
Games and matches
Devices, coffins

Phrases or sentences

Rolls

Trees and plants

Small spheres
Gram

Lessons

Quarter of an hour
Cave dwellings

People / wells /
cannons

Pieces, chunks,
money

Baskets of things

Bunches and bundles

Baskets

Types, classes,
categories

500 metres

Round grain-like
things

Examples

JBEIE sports event

R apple - A meat
# chess - Bk#& match
1&#4 coffin

3F poem - 515 joke

% film - F4 toilet
paper

H3E cabbage - B fruit
tree

#HE grape - €4 peanut
&# gold

—i% one class

—%l 15 minutes

% cave

A person - # well

$% money - E¥ cake

¥ vegetable

L5l firewood - &
scallion

Rk vegetables

A person - &5
medicine

12 route

#F seed - ¥F sand
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120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

Character

AYF S

(]

L]

5l

L5

Ht

S

Pinyin

lifangmi

lidng

liang

lie

lWin

luod

mao

méi

mén

mian

mido

ming

mu

nian

pai

pai

pan

What It Counts

Cubic metre

50 grams (tea / gold)

Vehicles

Lines or rows of
things

Rounds (sports,
games)

Stacks

Wisps, strands, locks

Dime (0.10 yuan)

Coins, stamps, some
weapons

Large guns, subjects

Metre

Flat things

Second (time)

People (formal)

Land unit (667 m?)

Plays and shows
Year

Things arranged in
rows

Schools of thought /
groups

Dishes and games

Examples

£ stone
ZMH tea leaves

HHEZE taxi - BITE
bicycle

NZE train - £ soldiers

Eb 2 competition

F books - ¥ bricks

L& hair - ¥ smoke

£ money

BEm coin - HBEE stamp

A M cannon - iR%2 course

BEE distance

[E}E flag - 5F mirror

—7%b one second

24 student - T A worker

#t land

JER stage play

—% one year

¥+ chair - & soldiers

s viewpoint

4 beef - # chess



139

140

141

142

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

152

153

154

155

156

157

158

Character

A

X

T

#

B

]

i

THAR

FHK

HA

iz

T3

¥R

Pinyin
pao

pén

p1

pian

pian

ping

pingfanggongli

pingfangmi

qi

qi

gianke

gianwa

giang

qing

v

qu

qun

rénci

rénnian

ri

What It Counts
Urine and stool
Water and liquids

Horses, rolls of
cloth

Batches of things /
people

Articles, pages
with words

Slices, tablets,
stretches

Liquids in bottles

Square kilometre

Square metre

Periods of time /
issues

Unpredictable
events

Kilogram
Kilowatt

Body cavity /
accent

100 mu (area unit)

Songs

Groups / flocks

Person-times

Person-year
(effort)

A day

Examples
FX urine

JR7K cool water

5 horse : BF mule

5T employees

45 report - £ paper

mEf bread - A meat

BHEE wine - &K perfume
i land

m#d area

%7E magazine

ZE#R car crash

AK rice

Ih= power

&% anger

Tt soil

# song - ¥ drama

A person - 3 sheep

=F AR participants

T {E& workload

—H one day
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160

161

162

163

164

165

166

167

168

169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178

Character

‘Bt

W

Ffr

op

Pinyin

shan

shuang

]

tai

tan
tang

tang

tao

tian

What It Counts

Windows and
doors

Spoon (for liquids)

A suit of / a body
full of

Litre and dry grain
Sounds

Skills and
proficiency

Poems and songs

Bundles and
bunches

Pairs

Wires / a tiny
amount

Boats and ships

Buildings /
institutions

Machines

Liquid / paste
substances

Tasks, businesses
Liquids in jars
Classes

Times / trips

Collections or sets

Day

Examples

&P window - | door

7 soup

FEAR suit - 38 mud

753/ gasoline

A shout - #M@ gunshot

#8375 specialty

M song - 3F poem

#£1E flowers - ¥ light

BF chopsticks - il feet

7 E hope

TRAR sailboat

EEPz hospital

FEfX computer - B3 TV

3B mud - [ blood

Ak$5 business

8 alcohol - Big vinegar
IR class

NZE train - BE# flight

H books - i8&

equipment

=X three days



179

180

181

182

183

184

185

186

187

188

189

190

191

192

193

194

195

196

197

198

Character

75

Pinyin

tido

tié

ting

ting

tong

tud

wan

WEi

xi

xilié

Xia

xian

What It Counts

Long / narrow
things + dogs

Things that stick
Canned beverages
Machine guns

Communications
(calls)

Things in canisters
Things in barrels
Livestock / garlic
Ball-shaped things

Lumps of soft
things

Small ball-shaped
things (medicine)

Things in bowls
Micrometre

Things with tails
(fish)

People (respectful)

Nests / litters

Banquets /
conversations

Series

Repetition of an
action

Ray or hope

Examples

fE leg - B& road - ¥ dog

B2 herbal plaster
747 soda

H#8 machine gun

Bi% phone call

Mt tea
& petroleum
A& elephant - & cow

A fire - £4 wool

3B mud

24 medicine

7% soup - KR rice

& width

& fish

B R official - KI¥ xR
scientist

1B ant - 3% pig

BXE banquet

{RiE report - XE essay

JLTF afew times

=t beam - F#E hope
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200

201

202

203

204

205

206

207

208

209

210

211

212

213

214

215

216

217

218

Character

ic]

=

Rt

i
Bt

palll

ol

my

Xt

-

ot

3

Pinyin

xiang

xiang

yang

ye

yé

yingmu

yuan

yuan

zé

zhan

zhang

zhang

zhang

zhen

What It Counts

Cases of things

Items, tasks,
projects

A few or some

Night

Large hollow things

Patterns and types

Pages
Night
Acre

Certain kinds of
people

1yuan/RMB
(formal)

Number of
revolutions

Year

Short written
sections

Lamps
Station stops

Chapters

Flat surface objects

3.3-metre unit

Brief events

Examples

R apples - KR
clothes

& 1@ contract

A people - & money

—T7& one night

H well

T A tool

R 88 leaflet
—7%& one night

+ih land

2% general

£ money - AR™ RMB

—[@ one revolution

=# three years

8 news

4T lamp
#& road
/N novel

B face - BK bed - HfZE
stamp

%5 cloth

N rain - &7 laughter
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220

221

222

223

224

225

226

227

228

229

230

231

232

Character

o

53

Hh

/

HE

Pinyin

zheng

zht

zht

zhuang

zhuang
zhud

zong

zZuo

What It Counts
Frames / pictures

Long thin
inflexible things

Animals (general)

Kinds or types

Rolls and spools
Trees and plants

Deals or sums of
money

Business
transactions

Buildings
Tables / meals
Matters, loans

Groups of things
/ people

Cannons and
statues

Buildings,
mountains, large
things

Examples

[E|[H picture

¥4t candle - I song

3 cat- H4 ear

Eh4 animal - 255

medicine
% thread - B painting

£ F wheat - 8 sapling

¥ Z lottery ticket

32 business deal

KIE skyscraper
EE banquet

42 business

B33t battery

Al cannon - f§%8
statue

ZR palace - L
mountain



