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Chinese often has a reputation for being extremely difficult
because of the large number of characters. In reality, while
complete literacy may require knowledge of 5000-6,000
characters, many of these are rarely used in everyday texts. A
relatively small set of characters appears again and again.

For example, if you know 100 common characters, you can already
recognize roughly 10-15% of the characters that appear in native
Chinese texts. This doesn't mean you will fully understand
everything you read, but it does mean that even at an early stage
you Wwill start recognizing familiar symbols and patterns.

Lists like this one can be very useful. They allow you to track your
progress, check which characters you already know, and identify
which ones you still need to learn. Many learners enjoy printing
such lists and marking or highlighting the characters they
recognize, which can be very motivating as the number grows over
time.

However, it's important to remember that Chinese characters rarely
appear alone. Most of the time they are part of two-character or
multi-character words. Because of this, many teachers recommend
learning characters in context—within a word, phrase, or even a full
sentence—rather than memorizing them in isolation. This helps you
understand how they are actually used and makes them easier to
remember.

For example:
e F (xué) —to learn
o F3] (xuéxi) — to study
e F4 (xuéshéng) — student
o FK (xuéxiao) — school



Learning characters through words like these helps you build both
vocabulary and character recognition at the same time.

A few additional tips for learners:

e Focus on frequency. Learning the most common characters
first gives you the biggest return for your effort.

» Pay attention to components and radicals. Many characters
share common building blocks that can help you guess
meaning or pronunciation.

» Review regularly. Spaced repetition tools can be extremely
effective for memorizing characters.

» Read as early as possible. Even simple graded texts will help
reinforce the characters you learn.

e Be patient. Character learning is a gradual process, but progress
compounds quickly over time.

This list of the 100 most common Chinese characters is meant to
serve as a starting point and a reference tool. Whether you use it to
check your knowledge, plan your study, or simply track your
progress, remember that each character you learn brings you one
step closer to reading Chinese with confidence.




100 most common Chinese characters
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Character

a9

& =2 >

&

];‘4:

Pinyin

de

yi

shi

bu

le / liao

zai

rén

ta

zhe

ge

Radical

English

possessive
particle / of

one

to be

not

completed
action particle

at/in

person

to have

| / me

he / him

this

general
measure word



13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

men

lai

shang

da

wei

hé

guo

di

dao

yi

shuo

shi

yao

jiu

"

PR

plural marker

middle / China

come

up / above

big

for / because

and

country

earth / land

arrive

by means of

speak

time

want / need

then



28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

i

B

s 4
Yy

=)

ni

dui

ér

na

de

yu

zhe

A\

exit

can / meeting

can/ may

also

you

correct /
toward

life / give birth

able to

and / but

child

that

obtain / must

in/at

continuous
particle
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43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

=

A e L )

iz

xia

Z

zht

nian

guo

hou

ZUo

1]

yong

dao

xing

ran

AN

down

self

classical
possessive

year

pass / cross

send / develop

after

do / make

inside

use

way / path

go/ OK

place / that
which

so / correct



56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

chéng

fang

jing

me

qu

Xué

rd

tong

xian

N

home

type / seed

matter

become

direction

many

pass through

interrogative
particle

go

method

study

like / as

all

same

appear



71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

@ B

Ao

SN

mei

dong

mian

o]

kan

Xido

bu

qi

Ny

/)

J\

L3

should / act as

not have

move

face / surface

rise

look

decide

sky / day

divide

still / return

enter

good

small

part

its



86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

D=3

H+

yang

1]

Xin

yin

zhi

cong

xiang

shi

some

master

appearance

reason

heart

she

root / origin

before

open

but

because

only

from / follow

think

real
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Thank you for using our material!

For more about Mandarin Zest
check out our welbsite

mandarinzest.com
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